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The Clacher Family
Over 120 years of community service through Toc H

‘SERVICE IS THE RENT WE PAY FOR OUR ROOM ON EARTH’

MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR
On the weekend of 13-15 April, members of Toc H Australia Council held our annual
meeting, this year at the Victor Harbor camp site. This was a wonderful opportunity
to meet with members of Victor Harbor Branch, who put on lunch at their meeting
room in the historic Victor Harbor railway station – many thanks to all involved. In
recent months, members of Toc H Southern Region have made a concerted effort to
increase the awareness of the local community to Toc H’s history and projects in the
town. The campaign included the use of both radio and local newspaper articles, and
an open day at the Toc H Campsite. There has been some response to this, and
hopefully more local people will get involved. Initiatives such as this are to be
commended, and I would encourage other Branches to make similar efforts to
promote member numbers and community involvement.
The campsite, in its beautiful location overlooking bushland and the sea, is in excellent
condition and any members who have the opportunity to see it should do so. Camp
Manager Andy Davoren is doing a great job of keeping everything running smoothly
and improving the facilities where possible. The Southern Region continues to hold 4
camps a year, involving around 100 children per year, and 30 volunteers. Children
who attend would never otherwise have the opportunity to get involved in anything
like the camping program, and whilst it is difficult to measure the benefits, it is clear
that this is a special time for children living in difficult circumstances. Sincere thanks
to everyone involved in this wonderful Toc H activity.
The Australia Council meeting itself covered the usual business matters, but also
focussed on the way forward for our Movement. It was noted that not many Branches
have Chaplains, whereas this was always the case in the past. Chaplains serve an
important role in ensuring that there is a Christian focus to our activities – loving
others, caring for the lonely, disabled and disadvantaged, helping the poor,
reconciliation, etc. With help from our National Chaplain Right Reverend David
McCall, we are encouraging Branches and regions to appoint Chaplains, and providing
them guidance and support in their roles.
We also focussed on increasing the awareness of others to our Movement. Northern
and Southern Region web sites are very good and generally up to date, while we are
in the process of updating the Toc H Australia web site. We are also working on a
new Toc H brochure which is simpler, more colourful, and generally more appealing.
Some Branches, groups and programs have Facebook pages. We have to adopt
current social media initiatives if we are to get new members and volunteers involved
in our activities.
Let me finish with some thoughts relevant to the approach on which our Movement
is based. Every now and again, we hear some politicians and others call for a national
bill of rights. Of course, rights are important. But wouldn’t it be nice if someone called

for a bill of obligations for all Australians? Asian countries such as Japan and many
others seem to have a much stronger focus on peoples’ responsibilities and obligations
to their families and the whole community, and less focus of each individual on
themselves. Our rates of depression, suicide etc. are among the highest in Western
countries. Of course, the reasons are complex, but would it help with this, and
character building in general, if as a nation we increased peoples’ focus on others,
rather than on ourselves? Surely, promoting service to the needy would be one way
to do this, and Australians are already good at volunteering. This concept of service
is fundamental to our Movement. So, lets continue to not only help the recipients of
our projects, but also help those members and volunteers involved to grow within
themselves by focussing on their obligations towards others.
Yours in Toc H
Owen Nichols
National Director – Toc H Australia

Helping Brisbane Branch at Camp Crystal with wife
Flora and grandson Elijah

FROM THE NATIONAL CHAPLAIN
Why do we pray?
Toc H is a remarkable movement which has served many people in many different
ways for the past 100 years. It is quite remarkable that an organisation which was
originally established to minister to troops in need of refreshment and recuperation
in the first world war is still serving those in need in all kinds of ways.
The Toc H Prayer makes it clear that our organisation believes in prayer and believes
in the kind of things that Jesus taught and did during his time on earth.
People of every age need encouragement to live together in love and joy and peace.
We need to persevere in the face of discouragement, to be thankful for the blessings

we receive from God and to leap with joy to any task for others. This is what the
kingdom of God is all about.
You might say: Yes, I agree with all that, but why pray? Isn’t a firm resolve sufficient?
We pray because we are spiritual beings. Prayer opens our hearts and minds to other
people as well as to God. Prayer strengthens our resolve to be the kind of people the
Toc H Prayer speaks about.
In recent days we have seen one of the most remarkable outpourings of prayer I have
ever known of. The safe rescue of twelve boys and their coach from flooded caves in
Northern Thailand has united millions of people in prayer and hope in a way that has
been a powerful expression of our common humanity.
It is worth noting that God hears the prayers of all who pray, whether they are
Christian, or Buddhist, or Hindu, or Jew or Muslim etc. As members of Toc H we are
linked to the Christian understanding of God, but we must always recognise that God
is the God of all people and of the creation. Nothing is too small for God’s concern
and nothing is too difficult for his grace and love to deal with.
I commend the Top H Prayer to you as a wonderful help to enabling us to be the kind
of people we are called to be.
O God,
you called Toc H into being in a time of great need;
you call its members to see their duty as your will;
teach us to live together in love and joy and peace,
to resist any form of bitterness,
to persevere in the face of discouragement,
to be thankful for the blessings we receive from you
and to leap with joy to any task for others.
May your goodness flow through all that we do
and work for the extension of your kingdom
in the hearts and minds of all people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

VALE: BASIL REGINALD BURKE
Basil Burke passed away
peacefully on Friday
2nd March, 2018.
Aged 94 years.
Bas had volunteered with
Toc H and in his earlier
years been very involved
with the campsite, often
cooking for many of the
camps.
His service was held at Fulham Funerals the following Thursday in the presence of
many friends and relatives.
The Ceremony of Light was taken at the funeral by Michael Thomas and Rev’d Wayne
Philp.
SALE OF THEBARTON OFFICE
The property at Light Terrace, Thebarton was sold in October 2017 and achieved a
price at auction of $770,000 which was over the expected price range. The Executive
had thought long and hard before taking this step, but it was thought to be the best
way to revitalise the Movement with the employment of an ‘Operations Manager’
who would oversee the business and be the face of Toc H. The funds from the sale
would be invested and put toward the employment costs in the initial stages. Part of
the sale proceeds (15%) are to be returned to the Edwin Wright Trust, as it had
provided funds for the building of the chapel at Light Tce.
OFFICE REMOVAL
In the light of the sale of the Thebarton property, a new location was sought for the
office headquarters. In this event we were offered a room at a location on Grange Rd
at Findon. Owned by Arthur Dimitrak, our agent for the sale property, his offer has
provided a short-term solution for Toc H. Items were moved in prior to settlement
on the Thebarton office.
Many of the archival records have been placed in storage with Grace Removals as the
new office does not have the room required for these. Packing and noting what is in
each box to enable us to recall boxes if needed filled the days prior to settlement.

Many thanks go to David Hall & Andrew Cole who assisted with packing & relocating
items at this frantic time.
Since moving into the premises,
which comprised of one office
room with shared facilities with the
existing tenants, we have expanded
into the other rooms once the
tenants moved out as they had been
planning. As you can imagine the
issues of relocation rarely go
smoothly and so it was phone &
internet issues followed by power
disconnection when the other
tenants moved out.
However, all has been remedied and a recent move within the building has seen the
final office coming into being, with new tenants also moving into the other half of the
building.
Please feel free to call in at the office which is on the north side of Grange Road, just
west of the Crittenden Road intersection, right next to the Findon Vet, which is on
the corner of Hobbs Street.
There is parking at the rear of the property and the office has driveways on each side
of the building.
VICTOR HARBOR CAMPSITE
The campsite at Victor Harbor is used most of the year however there is a dead
period in the winter months more than made up for by almost continual use in Term
1. Term 4 picks up usually from August onwards
Andy Davoren, our Camp Manager, has been involved in setting up a nursery area,
where it is hoped some volunteers can assist in propagating plants for use on the site
or for sale. The propagating area was officially opened at the Open Day held in
October 2017. The pictures below show Michael Thomas officially opening the area
with Andy Davoren, and Victor Harbor members, including Padre Tony Gates, Ruth
Gates, Betty Dawe, Renate Velzeboer and Helen Appledore to name a few.

WILD WEATHER IN AUTUMN 2018
HAS SEEN A FEW TREES
DAMAGED IN THE WIND
This photo shows a near miss taken
recently. As Andy said – It could
have been worse! We were lucky
there were no camps scheduled
while it was cleaned up.

Jackmac with Sir Edmund Herring [circa 1961]
JOHN R. MACDONALD – (JACKMAC)
I'd like to tell you about Jacmac - possibly the most inspirational Toc H member in
the history of Toc H in Australia.
John Raynor MacDonald was born in Camberwell, Victoria in 1902. He died in 1971.
He was a practicing Christian (Balwyn Methodist Church).
In 1925 Jack met Tubby Clayton when Tubby came to Australia to establish Toc H
here. Toc H's applied Christianity appealed to him and he became a member. It was
Jack, with Bill Hart, who brought the new Toc H Lamp of Maintenance for the
Melbourne City Branch from the Birthday Festival of Toc H in Newcastle in May 1927.
In late 1926 Jack graduated with a Bachelor of Engineering, but in 1927 he was struck
down with severe and rapid onset of rheumatoid arthritis. In 1935 he suffered a
permanent loss of sight and worsening rheumatoid arthritis which forced him
permanently to lie on his back in bed. And from there he exercised a most remarkable
ministry.
For over 20 years a group of Toc H men met in his room - the MacDonald Branch until 1962 when failing health made this impossible. At different times Jack held every
office in that branch. He had a special telephone which enabled him to widen his

ministry and organise Toc H activities and projects. He wrote a monthly letter called
'Adventure in Prayer' - which had a very wide circulation in Australia and overseas.
Here are a few quotes from obituaries:
"Through his example of indomitable faith and courage he was able to point others to
the Light of the World".
"It was faith that sustained Jacmac through all those years".
"I was told that if you ever meet Jack you will not confer a blessing on him, you will
receive one".
"A man in whom there is no trace of bitterness, no resentment, no word of complaint".
"(You will experience) a spirit of sheer triumph and gaiety and will be truly humbled".
"His room was a powerhouse and through correspondence, telephone and prayer he
exercised a most remarkable ministry".
I have in hand a small 12 page booklet Jacmac wrote called "Compass Points" which
gives one of the best explanations of the four points of the compass that I have seen.
What more can I say.
David Hall
ANZAC DAY 2018 – ADELAIDE
Lois Hall, Rosemary Woolman and Michael Thomas represented Toc H in the
ANZAC Day march this year.
David & Lois also laid two books for the Children’s Hospital at the Dawn Service
held at Blackwood earlier that morning.

THE GUARD OF THE LAMP. - by David Hall
If you haven't been in Toc H for 50 years or so you've probably never heard of the
Guard of the Lamp, but in the early days of Toc H it was very important. I am talking
about the late 1920's and back in those days Toc H was growing very quickly. Toc H
groups were being formed all over the country and there was a concern about
'standards'.
A group of men would get together and decide that they wanted to be Toc H - they
were dubbed "A Group". They would ask the Area Executive which would approve
them becoming a "Group" and give them a Rushlight. This gave them the authority to
be a part of Toc H, to meet and do jobs in the name of Toc H but they had to work
very hard to advance to the next step of becoming a Branch - some never did.
Under the guidance of the Area Executive, Groups became bigger and better,
undertook more and varied service and involved more people. When they wanted
to become a Branch, the Guard came into the picture. Each Area had a Guard. Initially
New South Wales, Victoria, Western Australia and South Australia had 'Guards' and
Queensland and Tasmania were looked after by NSW and Victoria respectively.
Together they made up the 'Guard of the Lamp'.
The prospective branch had to petition for branch status and to be granted a 'Lamp
of Maintenance'. The petition was a very detailed document of several pages - more
like a folio or display book - and had to be prepared under specific headings:
1. Social comprehensiveness: how many professionals/tradesmen/labourers etc.
2. Denominational comprehensiveness: number of Anglicans/Methodists/
Catholics/unaligned etc.
3. Service: both group and individual service. both regular and one-off.
4. Stability: Numbers attending the weekly meetings, reserves for office bearers.
5. Internal fellowship: The format of meetings, guest speakers and social life.
6. Religious tone: Active involvement in church/spiritual matters.
The aim in all this was to achieve a mixture - of occupation, ages, Christian affiliation,
service type, interesting meetings. Members were also expected to develop their own
spiritual life.
The petition was sent to each Guard in turn and marked very strictly. Each Guard
gave each section a percentage score and this score seems to have had to be at least
85% in each section and overall.
Some Groups had their petition 'knocked back' at least once. Some gave up and
continued as Groups and some never applied to become a Branch. Even when they
had achieved Branch status, Branches were not 'home and hosed' because every year
they had to report on the situation in their Branch under the same categories and

with similar detail in order to be approved to retain their lamp. Some branches did
not maintain their effectiveness and had to return their lamp and revert to be a Group.
These days these procedures would be well and truly "over the top" but high
standards were achieved and maintained. Toc H members and Branches were proud
of their achievements and standing in the community - and the movement continued
to grow.
FAMILY, MORE THAN 120 YEARS OF SERVICE!
As all members of Toc H know, the motto of our
movement is ‘Service is the rent we pay for our room on
earth’. For more than 40 years, one family has taken this
motto very seriously.
Between the five of them, the Clacher family; father
Robert, wife Linda, daughter Nyssa and her husband
Nathan, son Matt and granddaughter Jasmine - have helped
with Toc H activities for well over 120 years! In fact,
encouraged by Robert, the children all started so young
that they are not really sure when they first became involved. ‘for as long as I can
remember’ was the answer when asked.
The Toc H projects they have been involved in reads like a list of the projects our
movement has undertaken in South-eastern Queensland over the last 40 years.
Whenever something needed doing, they have been happy to help out and many
projects could not have happened without their involvement. Helping set up,
preparing food, packing showbags, fundraising, organising concerts, running Brisbane
Branch – if something needs doing, they make sure it happens. The list of events they
have had a major involvement in includes the Ekka outing, Christmas Parties, Camp
Crystal, concerts, ANZAC midnight service and march, maintenance of Coungeau
House, and many other activities. These have been a great help to the disadvantaged
and disabled, elderly, refugees, families living with cancer, and many others.
Service builds character, teamwork, organisation abilities and many other skills. The
hard work the Clachers have undertaken over so many years has brought happiness
into the lives of countless people. This is an example to all Toc H members of what
taking our organisation’s motto seriously can do for others and also give purpose and
fulfilment to our own lives.
Photo caption: The Clacher family: Robert,

THE TUBBY CLAYTON/TALBOT HOUSE/TOC H MURAL
This magnificent mural is now complete and will be visited by many people in the years
to come. It is on the outside wall of the Colonial and Military Museum in Maryborough.
It was a great honour and privilege to have been associated with the Mural Committee
in Maryborough and to have contributed to the information on the mural, as well as
the Story Boards. I was also asked to do a recorded story describing the mural and
the symbols on it. This will go alongside the tapes done on other murals, including the
Mary Poppins story.
Ray Geise

The Tubby Clayton, Talbot House, Toc H Mural

This is the cake, complete with the Tubby Clayton mural iced on it which was cut to
celebrate the opening of the Maryborough murals.

At the Official Opening of the Mural Trail in Maryborough were: Ken Ashford
{Town Crier], Ipek Tiurk, Ray Geise and Carmel Murdoch [Mary Poppins].
GROWING SUPPORT FOR TOC H’S INVOLVEMENT IN ANZAC DAY
COMMEMORATIONS
The Toc H Midnight Service on 24th April was a very moving and well attended Service.
It was led by Father Peter Luton, Toc H Australia Northern Region Chaplain and once
again some seventy members of the Queensland University Music Society Choir led
the singing of the hymns. A large contingent of Australian Army Cadets from Enoggera
Army Base attended and they provided the flag bearers and a very professional
Catafalque Party. A student from Brisbane Boys College, Bradley Bloom, played The
Last Post and Reveille and he did an excellent job. In the one minute’s silence after
The Last Post, those present were asked to remember those who paid the supreme
sacrifice during the Battle of Villers Bretonneux in France in April, 1918.

Piper, Bradley Bloom with Australian Army Cadets prepare for the Midnight Service
On ANZAC Day, a good number of Toc H members took part in the main parade in
Brisbane. Young S.E.S. members carried the flags of Australia, Belgium and Poperinge,
as well as the Toc H banner.

Preparing for the Main Parade are: Emily Woods, Ray Geise and James Woods

Members of Toc H prepare for the Main Parade on ANZAC Day
GENERAL MEMBERS BRANCH MEET FOR COFFEE
In early July the Executive of the General Members Branch met at Dolci Sapori Coffee
Shop. It was decided to give the Bursary to a trainee nurse again this year and to
continue with plans to adopt a Nursing Home
at Taigum – Symes Grove. A raffle will be held
at the last meeting for 2018. This Branch now
has thirty members and it plays a very important
part in the life of the Toc H Movement in the
Northern Region.

Pictured right are: [L to R] Katie Desoe, Ray
Geise, Lorraine Burns and Jane Litzow

Professor Joseph [Toc H
India] addresses the World
Assembly of Religion

INVITATION TO TOC H TO LAY A WREATH AT THE CLOSING
CEREMONY AT THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Ray Geise, Director of
Toc H Australia Northern
Region, is speaking to a
member of the British
Army who was visiting
Canberra.

The wreath was laid in memory of those
Australians who lost their lives in the fighting
which took place near Villers Bretonneux in
France in early 1918.

MEETING IN CANBERRA
Sally Wodzinska, Suzanne Howarth, Alan Jordan and Ray Geise met for lunch in
Canberra and had a very positive discussion about the future of Toc H in Canberra.
It is hoped to have a further gathering a little later in the year to admit new members
to Toc H and plan a programme for the Branch. It is also hoped that the Reverend
Paul Black will be able to join us.
A MEMORABLE VISIT TO THE TOCH H BRANCH ROOM AT VICTOR
HARBOR

In April members of Victor Harbor Toc H Branch entertained members of the
Australian Council to a very pleasant lunch in their Branch Room at the Victor
Harbor Railway station. This is a unique venue which is full of fascinating Toc H
memorabilia – so much history there!
THE WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT – 2018
The Toc H World Chain of Light for 2018 will start in Brisbane at 7.30pm on 12 th
December. The venue will be St John’s Anglican Church, Oxford Street, Bulimba. The
theme will be the Toc H Prayer. Full details of the programme will be sent to everyone
by mid October. Please enter the date in your diaries and please make an effort to be
present for this significant event in the Toc H Calendar.

PLEASE NOTE:
Closing date for articles and photos for the next Link will be 31st March, 2019. These
should be emailed to: Ray Geise. Raymond.geise@bigpond.com
Special thanks to Jenny Eisentrager at St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School, for
formatting and printing this Journal.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR TOC H

1st December
Childhood Cancer Support Group
Christmas Party

3rd December
Australian Council AGM

12th December
7.30pm
The World Chain of Light will commence in Brisbane at St John’s Anglican Church,
Oxford Street Bulimba
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